
Lead-Free NJ Advocacy Coordinating Committee
February 29, 2024 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Meeting Objectives:
● Support Community Hub initiatives
● Share operations, policy, and committee updates ● Adopt Lead-Free NJ Health Committee

● Adopt Housing Committee Advocacy Priorities
1. Community Hubs - Updates and Support Requests

a. Paterson Alliance (Shanikwa Lemon)
i. Shanikwa is seeking support with coordinating mobile blood lead level testing in

Paterson.
1. The group discussed the need for more point-of-care testing. Shanikwa is

meeting with the Mayor of Paterson in March, and Elyse volunteered to support
agenda planning for this meeting.

ii. Paterson Alliance is exploring a partnership with Dr. Robert Laumbach of Rutgers EOHSI.
b. East Trenton Collaborative (Shereyl Snider)

i. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is addressing lead contamination at
Ulysses S. Grant Intermediate School in the East Trenton neighborhood and has tested
soil for lead at homes in the neighborhood. Learn more.

ii. Shereyl asked for support with increasing community involvement in this issue.
1. Yvette recommended speaking with the mayor and reaching the community

through faith based organizations.
c. PRAC of Southern New Jersey (Geovanni Cantizano)
d. HUUB Orange (Sharee Harrison)

2. Updates
a. Motion to update Lead-Free NJ Operating Procedures: Add the following sentence: “Any

recordings or transcriptions of meetings, via artificial intelligence or other media, is prohibited
unless announced and agreed upon by the participants.”

b. EPA Community Change Grant Application
i. An application will be submitted by New Jersey Future as the primary applicant and Isles

as the statutory partner. Funds will be directed to the community hubs who are currently
working on proposals. Contact Jyoti with questions (jvenketraman@njfuture.org)

ii. Bert suggested that community hubs consider applying to EPA's Thriving Communities
Grants this summer.

3. Policy
a. Overview of the governor’s budget address (Sabrina Rodriguez-Vicenty, New Jersey Future)

i. NJ Budget in Brief from the Governor FY25: $56 billion plan, 3% increase from this year,
the increase is concerning due to declining state revenues and tax collections along with
deadline to spend ARP funds. High-level notes include: first time state aid formula for
education is fully funded, public employee pensions full contribution, funding for
affordable housing, DEP will establish a Water Infrastructure Spending Dashboard, $42
million new funding for clean and drinking water which does not meet the $7 billion
funding gap in the next 5 years.

https://response.epa.gov/site/site_profile.aspx?site_id=14801
https://www.leadfreenj.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Lead-Free-NJ-Operating-Procedures.pdf
mailto:jvenketraman@njfuture.org
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/biden-harris-administration-announces-600m-11-grantmakers-fund-thousands-environmental#:~:text=In%20addition%2C%20EPA%20has%20selected,(EPA%20Regions%208%2D10)
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/biden-harris-administration-announces-600m-11-grantmakers-fund-thousands-environmental#:~:text=In%20addition%2C%20EPA%20has%20selected,(EPA%20Regions%208%2D10)


b. Summary Lead-Free NJ Policy Coordination meeting held on Jan 31
i. LFNJ Policy Coordination Mtg Notes Summary

c. Plan LFNJ Advocacy Training Series in 2024
i. Group ideas for training include: how to communicate with town council, how to

communicate with state legislators, community organizing, how to submit testimony,
developing talking points, statehouse tour, writing action-oriented emails, how to
organize an advocacy day, reaching lead impacted families to advocate for themselves.

ii. Waterspirit is planning to create education videos on advocacy.
4. Committees

a. Health Committee
i. Motion to establish Lead-Free NJ Health Committee: motion passed
ii. Motion to appoint Elyse Pivnick as Chair: motion passed
iii. Please send Co-Chair nominations to cbolinger@njfuture.org by March 7
iv. First meeting: March 21 at 11am

b. Housing Committee
i. Motion to adopt 2024 LFNJ Housing Committee priorities: motion passed

Housing Table Advocacy Priorities 2024.docx
c. Water Committee

i. Lead in Drinking Water Task Force (Deandrah Cameron and Amy Goldsmith)
ii. Water Advocacy Committee (Rachel Dawn Davis)

1. The next meeting will be scheduled for April.
Reference documents

● Legislative Advocacy Calendar Example:
● Lead Priorities Doc
● LFNJ Operating Procedures
● LFNJ Goals Document
● Previous meeting: 12.14.23 LFNJ Advocacy Coordinating Committee Notes
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mNKCSx4MxLCJRl4EnnUmlib-zT8vmNhc166VRWOAJUs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10mMb9MnUhB_XA1S3AA3b5P4k7K5-lHiy/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BYrccKS5-XqwyiG_uTpoO29KSKpF56I66WKJUZ4TGfM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S9PGDQKE9aNTJx7X3Ewn3GxJmpRB4u-Kr4RTrAr3Jnw/edit
mailto:cbolinger@njfuture.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zkOvtQ6IfezTk_itgoByXfKhoIzwXWeZ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100433866170758068450&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nCBDwxTQOqQauzanxPP0x6A8DG0qSZPtPF7DC4ZHnvE/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://www.leadfreenj.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Lead-Free-NJ-Operating-Procedures.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jcSC9jQlrqKRp7cxNvKzUGjKBhMSDJ0k/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114479354100213037106&rtpof=true&sd=true

